
 
Understanding  

Auto Accidents 

 Motor vehicle collisions form the majority of personal injury actions 
in the United States.1 In Washington alone, there was 99,560 reported 
collisions according to the Washington State Department of Transportation 
in 2012.2 According to the same data, nearly half of fatal collisions involved 
an impaired driver.  However, not all collisions involve egregious conduct 
such as driving while under the influence.  Nonetheless, navigating your 
personal injury claim through your insurance, the other party's carrier, all 
while managing your own care is overwhelming for many individuals.   

Navigating a claim through 
insurance companies is often 
overwhelming for injured parties 

1 http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/ascii/fttv03.txt, Lawyers and 
Settlements.com, March 28, 2013. 
2 http://www-stage.wtsc.wa.gov/wp-

content/uploads/downloads/2014/03/2012_Annual_Collision_Summary_V2.pdf 

Facts on Motor Vehicle 
Accidents: 

11% of all drivers under the 
age of 20 involved in fatal 
crashes were reported as 
distracted at the time of the 
crash.  This age group has 
the largest population of 
drivers who were distracted. 

Sending or receiving a text 
takes a driver's eyes from the 
road for an average of 4.6 
seconds, the equivalent at 55 
mph of driving the length of 
an entire football field, blind. 

In Washington State, the 
highest number of crashes 
occurred on Friday with 
December being the highest 
month for crashes 
 
For a full reading of the 
Distracted.gov and 
wsdot.wa.gov 
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equitable principal that allows for 
reimbursement of monies paid by 
your own insurance company out of 
any settlement proceeds. 

How are lawyers paid?  
 
Most personal injury law firms will 
advance all costs for a client and 
deduct anywhere from a third of the 
total recovery or 40% at trial.  
Washington Rules of Professional 
Conduct require that all fees be 
reasonable. 

¹See  RCW 48.22.095 

²See Mid-Century Ins. Co. v. Henault, 
128 Wn.2d 207, 212, 905 P.2d 379 
(1995).  

³RCW 4.16.080 

!Washington Rules of Professional 
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What should I do if I am in a car 
accident? 
 
If you or anyone is hurt, you should 
call 911 Emergency Services 
Immediately. If you are able and the 
vehicles are movable, you should 
move the vehicles out of the 
roadway and call the police to 
inform them of the accident. 
 
 
Is it necessary to always contact 
the police? 
 
Sometimes, people prefer to not 
contact the police however, under 
RCW 46.52.030, individuals are 
required to submit an accident 
report within four days after injury 
or property damage. A police 
officer's report will fulfill this duty.  
Also, contacting the police will aid 
in the other driver providing 
accurate identification and 
insurance information to the 
authorities. An officer acting as an 
independent observer to the 
aftermath of an accident can be 
critical to proving liability. 
 
What else should I do at the 
accident scene? 
 
If you are able to do so safely, you 
should take photos of the accident. 
Write down the contact information 
of any witnesses to the accident. 
Take note of the weather, 
conditions of roadway, any 
statements that the other party 
made to you following the accident, 
etc.  Detailed information of the 
accident is important for proving a 
claim. 
 
What if I am injured? 
 
As mentioned above, you should 
contact 911.  However, if you do 
not need emergency services, you 
should visit a doctor or your 
primary care physician as soon as 
possible.  If you are injured, you 
have a duty to mitigate damages by 
obtaining reasonable and necessary care 
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following your accident.  Delaying 
visiting a doctor or not following 
medical advice may impair your 
ability to recover the full value of 
your claim. 
 
Should I contact my own 
insurance company? 
 
Yes, you should inform your own 
insurance company of the accident. 
If you have Personal Injury 
Protection ("PIP") Insurance, you 
will want to have your doctor bill 
your own insurance's PIP. 
 
What is Personal Injury 
Protection ("PIP")?  
 
PIP extends no-fault coverage for 
medical, hospital, funeral expenses, 
income continuation, and loss of 
services by an insured due to bodily 
injuries suffered in an automobile 
accident. ¹ 

What is Underinsured Motorist 
Coverage ("UIM")? 
 
UIM provides insurance coverage 
for individuals involved in auto 
accidents where the other party has 
no insurance or inadequate 
insurance. Just like PIP, you must 
be rejected in writing by the 
purchaser of 
insurance. “Washington has a 
strong public policy, both legislative 
and judicial, to protect innocent 
victims from uninsured or under-
insured motorists.” ² 

What is the statute of limitations 
in Washington for an Auto 
Accident?  

Washington requires personal injury 
claims be brought within three 
years. ³ 

What is Subrogation and how 
will it affect my claim?  
 
Generally, subrogation is an 

Matthew Ennis is a lawyer 
practicing at Hager & Ennis and 
is licensed in Washington State.   

To Contact: 

Phone: (253) 565-5544 

Email: matthew@hagerennis.com 


